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HAMlLTONIAN LIBRARY 

(London 0. B. B. C. ) 

Postage rates co~tinue to soar but we sti ll charge 
only one penny to borrow a Magnet or Gem of any period 

for up to two months. About one thousand books are out 
on loan, but there are a thousand more in stock , and we 
are able to accommodate a few more postal borrowers. 

If you are intere sted , and would like to recei ve a 
copy of the library catalogue, please send 20p (in st amps 

or P. 0. with no writ ing on it) to the librarian - Roger 

JenlcJns, 8 Russell Road, Havant , Hants , , P09 2DG, A 

wealth of reading awaits you to cheer the coming autumn 

and winter evenings . 

WANTED 

!d Gem 37 

Id Gem 337 

Boys' Friend 3d library 288 "The Boy Without 
a Name" , 

£2. 50 Is offered for each Gem and £5 for the Boys' Friend, 

Needless to say, the library will be very grateful to 

anyone who can assist in filling these long-felt gaps , 
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THE ASSISTANTS 

In the ea rl y days, the curiou s fact or was tha t so many of the 

detecuve stories wr i tten for publi cation in boys• papers provided the 

detec tive wit h his boy assis tant. So Sex ton 131ake had his Tinker, 

l\e lson Lee had his Nipper. and. for a wlule . Fe rrer s Loc ke had hi s 

Jack Drake. Th e la tt er does not co unt here. but it is fairly clear that. 

later on , som e w riters round Tinker and Nipper a prob lem . 

Sex ton Blake . at least, was never written for child ren . Lilce 

most of the tale s in such papers a s t he Gir l s' Fri end. he was aimed. in 



Page 4 

all probab ility , at the adolescent and the younger adult , It has always 

been a puz zle as to why boy assistants we re provided, tor, in all t rut h, 

they wer e most unlikel y r ight hands for great tees , 

Tin ker , ot course, beca me dear ly loved by readers , with the 

passing of tim e, Eve ntua lly, wu h two o r three war s behind him, they 

decided that he had to be given a proper name and be made olde r , J 

never saw myself why this was necessary - he could as easil y have been 

introduced to a new acquamtance as Mr. Tinker as Mr, Carte r , and I 

us uall y found the Tinker of the twentie s and thirties more to my taste 

than the Tinker of sw inging London . But authority ca n a lways find and 

expr ess good reasons for a change of any so n , 

J wonder whether the sam e factors would apply to Nipper. Th at 

was c lear ly far more of a nickn ame than Tinker, Mr. Br ooks bad a 

ready-made difficul ty when Nelso n Lee aod Nipper were rurned ove r to 

him ex cl us ive ly, and sent to sc hool. Was Nippe r eve r r eall y parti cula r ly 

popular wl tb St, Fra nk' s fan s? l mysel f liked him , but I have never been 

well acqua inted with the St. Fran k 's tal es. It appears that Lee and 

Nipper were dr opped ent irely from at least one se ries a fter Nipper was, 

ra ther unsat i s fac torily, gi're n a name more in keepi ng with his digni ty , 

Whether the name was al s o more In keepin g with the tast es ot rea ders , 

however , is a moot poi nt . Perhaps St. F ra nk ' s fans could let in a 

Unle more light on the subje ct , 

MISSION IMl'OSSIBLE 

"Good morning , Mr. Phelps : Your task is to start a monthly 

ama teu r magazin e which will be devoted to keep ing ali ve the affection 

fe lt for certain old periOdical s , for cert ain old w rite rs, and certa in old 

cl1aracter s . You will never allOI.V yourself to su ffer from writ er 's 

c ra mp , Mr . Phelps; you will never get o r ed of add ressi ng many 

thousands of enve lope s eve ry yea r and li cking countle s s thou sands of 

st amps. Under no circu mstan ce must you ever allow your steam · pipe 

to grow cold or your boil er to lose pressur e . I have not yet mentioned 

i t , Mr. Phelps, but you must never, under any circ umstances mis s an 

iss ue - if you get a co ld you will just blow your nose and take a 

Beecham's powder . And the magaz ine must sti ll be goi ng s t rong in 

thi rty years time, Good-mo rning , Mr. Phelps :" 
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Wtuch is a lot of nonsen se add ing up to the fact that next mo nth 
Co lle ctors' Dige st r eac hes its 30t~ birt hday , and, a ll bei.ng well , we 
sha ll ce lebra te our Pea rl Jubilee with a spec ia l Gr and Double Number 
(as they used to say 10 Old Eng lan d as it once was ) . 

Collectors' Digest has las te d longer tha n a ll but a few o f the 
paper s wtuc h : t perpe tuates, T oday n 1s goin g as stro ngl y or even 
s tronge r than e ve r. though it ~as neve r on any occas ion sou ght publicity . 
but has be tn ta ppy co bloom llk e a v!Olet 10 the pat hless wood s . 

In ail us thi rty ye ar s the O.tgest has never missed an issue , so 
H we pause to pat ours el ves on our back next month , you must smile 

to leran tly and forgi ve us ~ 
Recent ye a r s hav e often been d1fflcult and worryi ng owing t o 

ever MGsl ng co st~ of produc tio n and d1s tr ibuuon , a nd that is one reason 
why we pause d and thou ght long and hard befor e de ci ding on next month ' s 
DouLle Number ~ For our res1der ~· pocke ts are as hard tut as our ow n, 
1nd ~t .!.5 fl problem e noug h to hve wnhcu t go i ng in for luxuries . 

Stil..l ... t 's a specia l OccasLon , wit h a capual 'O: , so we are ta king 
(t!e u sK. N'e:xt;. mo nch d Gr~nd Double Number ma rks our Pea rl Jubil ee -
•.brty ye a re of C . D . 

Af: on t he few previo us occa s ion s w hen we ha ve s ent out a Double 
Nu mber , t he mat te r wi ll be deal t wl th by putt i ng back by one issue the 
number of a subscr iber 's expi ry date . That 1s to say, !f you r 
s ubs cri pu.on woul d normally exp1re w1th No. 360, it wi ll be p ut back to 
No, 359 , lf you fee l chat the Double Number i5 too extravagant for you . 
ple a.se non fy us at Exc el sjo r House at once , We s hall then ma ke sure 
that ch.ls p9.ttLcu lar 1ss •Je doe s not come to you . and you r su bscri ptio n 
e xpi ry date will be e xtended by one 1ssue. 

F'JR TH ER ADV ENT {.JRES OF MR . SOFTEE 

This ite m is , o f cours e, for pe t-lovers o nly . Las t mont h l 
me nuoned , in re ply to k.:.nd enq ui ries from m3 ny re ader s, that Mr ~ 
Softee has kept ,n bou ncing good hea lth chro ughout the s um mer , 
Unhapp1ly, before our last issue re ached you , he was in the pe t ' s 
hos pit al having an opera tion for t he removal o f a skin tumou r whi c h had 
sud denly grow n rapidly on the back of his neck . 

It was pr et ty awful, as pet-lovers will gues s , to see Mr . Soft ee 
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being taken away by the vet about ten o'clock one morning . l could not 
imagine a cat having an operation.. I felt sure he would scra tch at the 
wound and it would neve r heal . Every time the phone rang that day . we 
thought it would be the vet to say tha t Softee had died under the 
anaesthetic . 

About seven that evening, they br ought him back , The job was 
beautifully done . A narrow band of fur had been shaved off across his 
neck . He had a cut about two rnches in length , neatly held together with 
rwelve stitches . Soft.ee is, of course. all white, and there was not the 
slig htes t sign of any smear of blood on his tu,·, 

I sat in the garden with him . He moved around, stagger ing a 
little . He didn ' t know what had hit him , He kept looking up at me with 
absolute bewilderment in his eyes . I felt pre try awful . I kept asking 
myself whether we had any right to do that to an animal • whether it was 
right to let it go awa y for an operation . 

But my co nsci ence is clear now. A fortrught later the vet c alled 
to remove the stitches. but Softee had long recovered . 

Now he is lively as a kitten again, rolling over on his back with 
his legs waving in the air , Mr, Softee is himself again . 

TAILPIECE 

This year 's Collec tors' Digest A.nnual · the Pearl Jubilee edition · 
which will be with you in mid-De cember. all being well, is now in the 
closing stages of preparation, editorially , Like a Christmas stoc king 
i n the old days, it will be packed with good things . with con tributi ons 
from all our favourite wri ter s who have excelled themse lve s this year 
in honour of the jubilee , Next month I hope I may have the space to lis t 
so me of those item s, to whet your appetite s . 

In the meantime, have you ordered your Annual yet? 

T HE EDITOR 

~ The lnked le Image (a survey of Awt raJJao Comic Art) by Vane Lindesay; Ginger 
Megs Annual ( 1925 - 1929). Please write: -

G. HARDIMAN, 16 FAIR VIE\'¥, WJTTON GILBERT, CO, DURHAM. 
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Very good re spo nse to· m y gr ea t ly red uced fai r readrng 

copies' or,er 1n ch~ l as t r\vo \ssues , 

l tlrl· .. e mc111>: fdl r read ing l"pJ.e£ nt mos• or the Old Boys · 

p...1J)F.:~ ~ ~_:'T'd Anm • .uJ~. These 3re t~ !ng SC\Jd at 
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l' h 'UO" M~gne.r· Gem~ ~P ' la~S O L ~ . LEE' 

'°fh• r·1to~1.r jf,i_rm_l1~ k:-- I-If H lhkFc1 Far&~mllP!" , 

r'* :",\.Id: 1•d..3!;: . .. Oc.t(S Qi cr,t.;S~ Ol g'>Od /v , g , cop•PS 

y,.., f t=-e te fore. ·,<',, p.1" r-n ""hit havr \ 1 1.• co lOS t- ' 

V ..... ~n:. "' "e 1v we t , om e ,... Al; -a.d!n !? C:J"E. bu pIPase r.:.ng 

~ · 
I!:.e_pr .. , " e p:ud :or gor..d .:.tP.m!'", n r com p1erE <.oliec.rions . 

D t·o t V..3 .i.' un • ..... 1 ; TS ~CC' lllE'w 

NoRMAN SMAW 
84 BELVE DERE ROAD 

UPPER NOR WOOD 

LONDON , SE19 2 HZ 

Tel , 0 1-7 71 -985 7 

Nea rest Stat ion Cry st a l Pa lace 
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Summe r Time ended on 3rd Octobe r, the clocks went back, and 
we are in winter again, with logs burning on the fire, and mists in the 
air, and the smell of bloat ers cookin g if you take a shor t cu t through the 
back streets . l like the summer, of course , and the cr icket - but the 
winter months are awfully nice, coo. 

The fir st Magnet of the month is "C hums - Through Thick and 
Thin". It's a sentimen tal title. and it' s a sentimental story . I like 
sen timental ta les, but not quite so syrupy as this one . The Bounder is 
treading the roa d to ruin, so Redwing takes up smoking and playing the 
fool in the same way, in order to bring Smithy to his senses. Not a 
bad plot, in a way. I remember a good Gem tale once with a similar 
plot about Gussy and the Levison brothers. But this Redwing·Smith y 
one was too itchy by half, 

The next one was" Asking for Tro uble", and it starred Hazeldene 
in his well-known role of being a nuisance ro his s iste r. The next one 
"The Suspected Form-Master" was aw ful . Mr. Algernon Ca ppe r, the 
form- mas ter , was a r rest ed for burglary, and appeared in court . But 
the real burglar was somebody who looked like him . 

The n started a new series, the first tale being "The Swot" and the 
star is Bob Cherry. Bob has been getting bad reports, so his father , 
Major Cherry, says that Bob must pass an examination or be in trouble 
with him . So Bob starts swatt ing and giving up sport. Next in the 
series is " The Ishmael of the Form" in which Bob goes on swotting , and 
falls out with his pals who thi nk he is Jetting down them and tus form . 
And Bob doesn 't tell them why he is neglecting sports , A lot of mis
under sta ndings all round, and I always think that stor ie s of misunder· 
standings are a bit tiresome and not like ly to happe n in real life . Thi s 
series continues next month. 

Two good tales in the Schoolboys' Own Libr ary . One is " The 
Outsid e r of Greyfriars" in which a boy named Langley is an enemy of 
Harry Wharton's , The other ta le is "One of the Best" about Grimes, 
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~he grocer ' s boy, ~ great fneod of Lumlev - L.im ley's and how Grimes 

comes .a.nto the Follrth Form at Sc~ Jim S~ And there 1s a new issue or 

the St , F1an1c·s Mon s ter LJbrary with J tale en ur led " The Mystery 

Mgsrer" 
The Daily Graph!, haF a malgamated w_ch the Datl y Ske rch, thoogh 

1 • reslly ;ne:sns chat the Graph.le has c lnsed dov.on I 'm sorry abou t u , 

ror :.ney once had some pie.tu res of m)' ~chool ·n the Da1ly Gra phi c . It 

v..a~ a TU(fl' p1, ~t.r e paper OCt I :, uppcSP llS C.l!( V!aUOO Wl~ not b-1g 

e,,o.;gh . 
'v ,he p.ic.c1 ... 11es i:n.:s mn,,th v.,e h•J\.f! St:(.n L:iur: 1 L:t Plante and Pat 

O MdlP.) JD · Tt.e M.1.drught 51..11', &,,~,. 8r c-,nE0n rn "Th e Go)de.n PtJnce51s'· 

M,;:aE. l\lJrra}- _:1 'ThE: Mas.,ct-d Ur~dt '', Ooug 1~5 Fa , tbanks ;.n · Don Q 
So.., of 'Zo110 ' L01 ry Semon n ··Th< i'Frfeu C 1own" . and Uecry Balf o1,1 

i n ··Re"e .JIE.", 
lo th" Ne1~on Let- LL0 11r}' che Eer·e s ~ct'" conu nued w1t h H -tndtQrth 

J!.; ~K..rJ>Pr c{ :ne Reml'vf" fn Lor d 01 th€ Remove' he throws tu s 

wt .·ght at•v,,, wu fi I venge«nce Tr,t- nex :-tile was ·· 8.;indfor.h ' s Flag 

D,,:)i''. ! n wt,1d: r..e thct...gr!l H A good .,de~ ro help -:he hosp1tal e ~ Nex t w as 

b:i 11dfo r~1- s 1r:m R u.:e' 10 wh; .c.h :he fo.1 m w_,.sr..Pd tt,ey had never t.:le t.te d 

Hdodfor,,., 1s •.h~J.I i:apv.s.!n~ ruuJ 01 •hf:. serif~ 13 · Knocked Off 11.:s 

Perch ' , 11 \\h.t<..h Hand) 1s lacked our 01 tht: r:apca·ncy . Rathe r a s l ap 

~1 1c.k ser :f-S, l •houglit. r.hough h knocked your funn y -bone now and rht>n. 

F!naHy. the s tart of a nE,v c;eries " St Fran ks on Jrs Honour" . 

An Amt-n =.~n educc1uonahs1 pE,1suades the Hedd o f St . Frank's to ma ke 

!h e sc hool 3 fr ee and easy plact: wnhN .1t any n 1les . Wha t larks. 

ThP l\fetson Le,e 1s g1vmg ,;1..W.Jy Atand-)1p cut·Out figures of film 

Mar s . r~e urst oe 1ng Harold Llo)d ~ 

The Ange lo Lee series has gnne on rn che Gem, and I ha.ve hked 

.. t m .. 1ct. t:e"'t t:r :han ' t~ought l was gci1ng cc. It kin d of grew on me . 

O;,em ng tale ol ,he mon,h w"e · The StaP"grace of St., Jim'e " . Ange lo 

"' .Jt Jff :o Lot-e>..pelled f r om St. J,m s so that l.1e C.ln become an i:urman p 

be.~ eVEryLody c ows It , When Ange lo b!ffs., football at Mr, Ratcliff, 

he 1s not e:xpe11ed, as the Head knows he Y..ants to be, but .1s turne d o~ r 

to Ratry 's tender mercies . In " Loolung After Ange lo", several well· 

mearung fe llows de ci de to keep an eye on Angelo . In fact, Lee is 

ac tually sacked when Gussy turns up with a newspaper cutting co show 
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that Angelo saved an airman ' s life · so Angelo Lee ts not sacked after 

all , And he sh ows lus thanks by punclun g Gussy on the nose , The 

series ended wtth "The Schoolboy Afrman" in wluc h Angelo event ua lly 

gets whac he wams, and leaves St. Jim's to become an airman . 
"The Champi.on or St, Jim ' s" wluch came next is one or those dull 

allatrs about a spor ts contest · boxing , this ume • in wluch they all go 

to Aldershot , Gussy get s In wtth some army manoeuvres , and fina lly 

wins the boxing tournament fo1 St. J1m1 s. Very wea k affair , I thought , 

Last of the month was a pleasant lmle tale "Sklmpole's Telescop<' '. 

1n wluch Sk.!mpole ta kes up astronomy, and buys a big tele scope on H P 

And Gussy, looklng a, the moon, sees Racke ragging F1ggms' study. for 

wluch Racke means Tom Merry to be blamed . Notlung much. but ruce 

reading. 
There has been a court case concerning the film aamed "London" 

which Dorothy Gish has just hrushed moklng in England . Something •.o 

do with the copyright oi a story fr om wh.ch the him 1s made , l tlunk, 

The peop le who have made the film have been told th• t tt must not l,e 

relea sed , A shame . I h ke Dorothy Gish very much , Her pre,al'ua 

film , also made in England , was the one wluch opened the new Plaza 

Cmema at P1crad1lly in London. And speaking of new cmemas , a big 

new one is berng bull t rn Cha nng Cross Road in London. It will not bf> 

finished until after Chris tmas , and it 1,llJ be named the Ascor1a , 

In the Popular, which I t.ave every wee k , the Rookwood senes 

1s runrung abou t Mr. Wilm ot, the football coach . whom Jimmy Silver 

seems to recognize as Dandy Jim. the croo k whom the Fisucal Four me t 

during their summer holldays with the horse, Trot sky , 

(EDITORIAL COMMl::.~T: S.0 , L. No. 37 1 "The 0-:tsidu of Gre:yfrJars•t comprisf:.d duet: 

cons ecutive red Magneu from the aut'Umo of 1908. All but the thud story we rt hea vi ly pru.:.ed. 

The ,er 1~ coocemed the early Greyfriat1 vet1ion of Llfv1son, the name be1ng chan ~ed 10 

Langley 1n the S, 0 , L. No. 38, ''One of th, BHt" com prised two cnniecut!.v e blue C ,m s of 

lwt about Christmas tim e 1n 1912 . These t""'O fitted snugly into the S.O . L. and made a 

delightful , ii s1ightly 1mJlkel y school ooveL Th!.s couple of pin.not stones was probably 

the flnal appean1ace iu the Gem or Lumley-Lumley , who had devd0pt:d into .1.u exc-.lient 

piece of cb ua curi.ut loo, and the .abandonm ent or Lumley·Lumley by his creator hone of the 

mysterif:I or St. Jim'•· Danny's c omment on the cou rt c:ue c:oncernlng the film .. London'' is 

Interesting. I have a feeling that the film was never relused, though I may be wrong, I 
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e,LAKIANA 
Co nducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

I am so sorry to start this pream ble wi th a moa n , but to date I 
only have one article on our dear ly belove d Sexton Blake for t he 
Collectors' Diges t Annual . Maybe t he heatwave has made us all s leepy 
and unable to thi nk up something for an article but tim e is getti ng on, as 
usual, and our Editor will be needing the copy as soon as possible, by 
the end of this mont h definite ly , 

I h.ope you will a ll enjoy the current Bla kia na, it 's so nice to 
delve into the past and re li ve our enjoym ent of Blake 's adventures .. 

TAKE FOUR by Raymond Cure 

Take four: well that's what I have done , after all, l wou ld n' t as k 
you to do anything l wou ldn't do mys e lf . "But , yo u may we ll ask, Four 
of wha t ?" ln th i s case four copi e s of t he Union Jack , with the pink 
covers, and the foll owing ti tl es: "Libe l and Sla nder", "Ba nkrupt", 
"Art Smuggler" and "The Miss ing Missionary". 

l have these pink Blakes before me and in case you tho ught l said 
Pink Panther - I repeat Pink Blakes , To take a fu ll review of each 
would be too long and too boring . Not that I mean the s to ries are 
boring, fa r from it , sol in tend to swif tl y blend them . The curtain will 
rise on "L ibel and Slander" U. J. No. 25 1, and when you've do ne cl ap ping 
we will procee d. 

Mrs . Sexto n Blake : I thought t hat would make my r eader Look 
again, wondering if the old optics were really co ping wit h the scene , 
Mrs . Sexton Bla ke : I' ve heard of Father Christmas and Mary 
Chri stmas and of TV ' te e Colombo and Mrs . Colombo , but of James 
13ond and Mrs . Bond o r Sherlock Holmes and Mrs . Holmes - neve r , 
It ·s almost like s aying Fat her Brown of G. K. Chester t on fame and Mrs , 
Father Brown , a lways ex c usrng )•Our Reveren c e . 1 sai d neve r , that is 
until I read " Li be l an d Slander" , It appears tha t a ll and sundry knew 
that Blake was married . Mrs . Bardell , the Landlady, knew , the police 
knew, the fr i ends at Blake's se lect clu b knew, i nfact e ve rybOdy knew 
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except Dlake tumse!f , A nice little piece she was too, about 25 years 

old , a good hgure , fresh comple xion and a mass of golden hair , She 

was extremely good-looking in a ilamboyant way; by name of Manan 

Ray , l must say Sexton Blake knew how tc pick one , However . s ll 1s 

not what H seems , All these people mJy think our Sexton Blake ,s 

nuurled, but Blake th.Jnks he 1s not and says so m no unLertam manntr . 

A recent TV Hem invited doubles of f!lm hnd ·rv s tars ro l'ome 

along and 1n some c.~se~ the hkenesses were unc-anny. A number of 

umes I ha,• been approached a nd asked wha• I was domg at such dnd 

such a place on a cen::110 day and o me \1,,hen I co~ld prove I was else

where . "lt must be your double" they sa y . lt is 1 ... ncanny , 1 don·: l1kt" 

ll , 
Now tlus is what happened to Blake , Thete had been a frame-~p 

and a double used . m fact a do"Ue double for Sexton Blake and Tinker 

had been at the maruage to Marian Ray OI at lease had been seen ch.ere 

thOugh they had proof that they had bee n out of England at the rime , 

So Sexton Alak• :s landed wtth • wife he does not want , Being rhe man 

he 1s he 1mmediatelr sets to work toge , r:d of her and rightl y s o , wh'l 

ever heard of a Mrs . Sexton Blake. With a plo t hke tlus you ha,se a 

good ta le . The 11lustiauons were by E. E, Bnscoe . 

"Bankrupt" is U.J. No, 247, and 1f you want to know what Jt IP.els 

hke to be bankrupt t&ke a look at the ill ustra ted pink co ver , arti s r 

H. M. Lewis depicts the soul -shaking experienct' . Mrnd you . bankru pt 

10 those days meant bankrupt , lt was th<' end and no mistake, though 1n 

some cases today bankrupt means hig bus rness. u can put you on your 

feet again. However , I wou ld not wish lt on anybody . Not to wor1y . 

Sexton Blake helps out our cover boy, 
"Art Smuggler" is U. J, No, 410. another worth -while tale and 

il lustrated by T. W. Holmes . 
Of the four tales I have taken the first 0ne, Nt', 251 , stood o~t 

and the one I menucn now "The Missing Missionary ", No. 426, Mayoc 

I am biased, but 1 have been interested m mission work these past 

fony years, The tale is illustrated by H. M. Lewis, The plot 1s 

exc e llent, 
A young Vicar, son of a wealthy father, finds out by mishap that 
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Pa's wealth consists mainly of ill -gotten gains . He cuts his father a nd 
hi s ill-gotten cash ou t of his life, his high society gir l friend gives him 
th e bullet, she did not want to be sad dled with a penni less vicar . Our 
friend goes to Chi na as a missionary . Trouble is our Chinese fr iend s 
are havi ng tr ouble s of their own . Add t o this the arriva l of Sext on Blake, 
Tinker and Pedro , on Chines e soi l and heads begi n to roll and I mean ro ll . 
Li ke the tim e Sexton Blake burst s mto a cour tyard in a last minu te 
attempt to preven t an e xe cuti on - too late - as he e nte rs the victim's 
head rolls a t his fee t. 

Not to worry, a ll en ds well . The you ng missi onary find s a 
fellow worker in China. his scou ndrel o f a father die s and his son is 
able to give money back to sev e ra l vic ti ms . He marries his lady 
missionar y frien d and they retur n to China. 1 alm os t forgot , it must 
be the heat of all my excitement in China , but Pedro ve r y nearl y gets 
killed and the villains intended to eat him , Oh boy : I wo nde r i f "Hot 
Dogs" were inv e nted in China 7 

THE FATHER AND SON AUT HORS 
by Don Harkness and Josie Packman 

The Union Jac k Library and the Sexto n Blak e Library had t he 
unique dis tinctio n of having a fatt er and son writing for them at the same 
time , not as a team but as indivi dual authors . An interesti ng poi nt is 
that the y were America ns who migrated to England yet their writi ng was 
pur el y Englis h . T hey were also very dist inctive in their sty le of 
writing . The father wro te in the somewha t sentimental sty le of t he la te 
Victoria n period abo ut missing hei rs and w ronged sons . etc . , but the 
so n was more modern . In fact his wor ks ca n be read now as eas il y as 
the mod ern StOr ies o f today 's authors . The fathe r was William Murray 
Gray don who wrote for many American publications bef ore leavi ng to 
set t le ;n England wll h hi s wife and two chil dren , a son and da ughter . 
The so n , Robert Murray Gray d on , inherite d his fat he r's ta len t and 
beg"n wru.ng at an ear ly ag e . Althoug h they both wr ote for various 
pubilcauons on many dif fer e nt subjects 1t is gratifyi ng t o know t ha t they 
a lso wrot e ior sc hoo lbo y papers and especia ll y that the Union Jac k a nd 
Sexton Blake Libra r y were the reci pie nts of their fi r st-class efforts . 
At one ti me It would se em that Willi am Murray Graydon pra ctica ll y 
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kept the Uruon Jack going wit h only one other good author to help tum. 
This was abou t 1911/1 2 be fore t he adven t of G . H. Teed and other 
authors who were to become very popular . His first story appea red 
in U. J. No. 73 in 1905 , and the last in 1922 U. J. No. !003 , His 
Sexton Blake L1hrary output was as proli fic, l 19 stories to the Uruon 
Jacks 120. 

The most famous character he c reated was of course Pedro who 
was the ·• star " o( the first Sexton Blake play in 1908. Inspector 
Widgeon was his Scotlan d Yard detective and he also c reate d two crooks 
who were we ll- known dur ing the period !914 to 1922. i , e , Laban Creed 
and Basil W1cke tshaw . Blake had many an adventure with these rv.·o 
crooks . Two other famous characters were Cavendi sh Doyle, Bri tish 
Secret Se rvice man and Fenloc k Fawn the American detective frie nds 
of Sexton Blake , 

The so n , writing under the name of Robert Murray , had his firs t 
story of Sexton Blake published m Union Jack No, 675 in 1916 . After 
a 11 the research or rece nt year s the re is sti ll no trace of any earlier 
tal e s by him in the Uruon Jack. No. 675 introduced Dirk Dolland , the 
Bat who was to become as famous as Robert Murrays' detect ive Inspect o r 
Coutts of Scot land Yar d , both of whom were to aid Blake in his fight 
against the infamo us Criminals Confederat ion. Robert Murray 's las t 
story in the Union Jack was No. 1512 in 1932 ca lled The Four Guests 
Mystery. 

For all his pr olifi c wr itings Robe rt Murray, oddly enough, only 
wrote three novels for the Sexton Blake Library. These wer e two in 
the firs t series - No. 41 and No. 85 and one in the second series , No. 
235. He died in 1940 some yea rs befor e his famous father, thereby 
depriv ing Sexton Blake readers of many an entenami ng story that mJ.ght 
have heen written . 

(For fuller details of these two autho rs I re commend readers to Walte r 
Webb's wonderful long running wor k rn the Collectors ' Digest ca lled 
"The Ce ntury Makers" , Ther e we re 18 ins ta lments which appeared 
from May 1959 to September 1960, There were a lso two stories by 
Robert Mur ray ii\ The Dete ct ive Weekl y Nos. 123 an d 127, J.P.) . .. .. ... . . . .. . .. . ...... . ....... 
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Ne Ison Le.e Column 
A F ORGO'ITEN DETE CTI VE by S, Gordon Swan 

The Nelson Lee Saga dif fers from the Sex ton Blake Saga in t hat, 
whereas a number of authors described the adventures of the Baker 
Street det ective, one ma n , practically unaided , re lated the e xploi ts of 
Ne ls on Lee unul the advent of the Nelson Lee Library in 1915. 

Maxwell Scott crea ted Nelson Lee in 1894 a nd recorded hls 
act i vities ror twenty years 1n com plet e stories and s e rials for the old 
pape rs . One or two other write r s may have had a bri ef finger in the 
pie - - such as Melton Whyte , for instance - - but in the main i t seem s to 
have been a so lo effort on t he part of the doc tor from Sheffiel d , 

He a l so wrote of other detectives -- Vern on Read, Kenyon Ford 
and Martin Dale , The ad ventu res of the last -nam ed appeared serially 
in Chums and were later reprinted 1n The Boys ' Friend Library , It is 
wi t h Kenyon Ford t hat this artic le deals, however . 

Many years ago someo ne extra cted a numbe r of pages from The 
Big Budget -- a Pearson's publicat io n -- and carefully boun d them in one 
vol ume . These page s c.ontain ed seve n long co mplete s to ri es and a ll the 
insta lme nts of a seri al -- each of them a Kenyon Ford yarn . T he ser ial 
"'as calle d "The Seven Stars" , 

Tlus volume came i nto my possessi on in 1975 and pr ovid ed many 
hours of en joyab le reading , Particula r ly inter est ing was one of the 
com plete stor ie s, " The Severed Arm" , This de a lt w it h a sc hooner 
anchore d out si de Whitby Harbour; when the anc hor was haule d up the 
cr ew were horrifi ed to find a huma n ar m impaled on o ne of the flukes . 

Too of the crew handed t heir find over to t he poli ce , who were 
incline d to treat the ma tter a s of no importan ce . The superinte nde nt 's 
r:heor y was that the arm be longe d to an unfortunate sa ilo r who had be en 
drowned . or buri ed at sea , his body being dis mem bered by the act ion of 
r:he wave s . A cle rgy ma n fri e nd of the superincend ent was not sat isfied 
wi th thi E so lution, and asked perm is s io n to send fo r Kenyo n Ford, who 
was at the beginning of his ca reer . 

Kenyon Ford arrived and made som e asto unding deductions in 
t he ma nne r of Austi n Fr eeman 's Dr . John Thorndyke . His co ncl usio ns 



Page 16 

were these: 
"The person to whom tttis arm belonged was a young man of the 

worung c lass between eighteen and twenty years of age. He was not a 
very strong or a very healthy young man, but was afflicte d with what 
doctors call a "strumous constitution'. In addition to this he suffered 
from a di sease which is known as chronic lead·poisoning, and either six 
or seven days ago he was vaccinated. His death took place wit ttin the 
past ferry -e ight hours, and was due to an overdos e of strychnine . 
After ttis death ttis body was cut up and thrown into the sea by somebody 
who had no knowledge whatever of anatomy . " 

Kenyon Ford postulated these as certain ties and went on to state 
what he desc ribed as near-cen aintie s: that the owner of the arm was 
probably about five fee t six, with a big and clumsy head, large red ea rs, 
truck lips, broa d nose, and sandy hair. He was very like ly a file 
cutt er by trad e and had lived in Sheffield for the greater pan of ttis life, 
and was there s ix days before . 

Ford deduced that the arm was the righ t arm of a worung man . 
The muscles, especially those on the bac k of the forearm, were rn that 
wasted condition which one finds in cases of chronic lead-poisoni ng; 
while every single muscle was in that state of abnormal contraction 
wttich is caused by strychnine . 

Only the very earliest signs of decomposiuon were present, so 
that it was c lear tha t the man had not been dead [or very long, not more 
than 48 hours . Moreover , the vaccination marks were five or six days 
old at the time of ttis death. Curren tly an epidemic of sma llpox was 
raging in Sheffie ld; in addition to tttis. lead-poisoning was commo n in 
Sheffield, caus ed by drinung impure water or by one of severa l trades , 
Ford eliminated certa in trades and arrived at the concl usion that the 
deceased was a file-cutter by the impression of a lea the r strap worn 
round the wrist . He arrive d at h.is age by an examination of the 
bones - - too e laborate to detail her e - - at ttis height from the same 
source, and at his appearance from his 'strumous' or scrofulous 
constitution. 

No one was bette r qualifed to wri te of tttis sma llpox epidemic 
in Sheffield than Dr. John William Stanlfonh , better known as Maxwell 
Scott . Reference to Messrs. Lofts and Adley's book, "The Men Bettind 
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Boys ' Fi c tion", tells us that Dr . Sta ni forth was tempo rary medical 
offic er in charge of a fe ver hospital at the t ime of the out brea k of small
pox in Sheffie ld . 

Notwithsta nding t his brillia nt tour- de -force of reaso ning , Ken yon 
Ford faded into obsc uri ty , It was Maxwell Scott ' s ear lier creation that 
survive d - · Nelson Lee, whose fame riva lled t hat of Sexton Blake , 

On reading thi s long-forgotten story of the early years of the 
twentiet h ce ntur y, one is prompte d to wish that some enterprising 
publis he r would reprint it together wit h some of the best of the Sexto n 
Blake short st ories in The Penny Pictorial and a few Nelson Lee 
advent ure s . It is not an i mpossi ble dream, in view of the public ation 
of Sexto n Blake 's Ear ly Cas e s, 

DO YOU REMEMBER? by Roger M. Jenkins 

No, 137 - Schoolboys' Own Library No. 42 - " The Boy From Nowher e" 

Char les Hamil ton was perpe tua lly fascinat ed by the old 
Romannc t heme of the los t hei r , t he young boy who had been kidnap ped 
by gipsies o r held prisoner by rogues . In the Magn e t the them e was 
used so many times it 1s diffi cult to remember t he m a ll , and the Ge m 
had its fair shar e as well, but the Rookwood story, about the boy was 
r e scu ed by the Fi stical Four and who had lost his memory as a result 
of a blow on the head, has special claims to atte ntion . The newcomer 
bore a st ri king resemblance to Smythe, who indignantly disc laimed all 
knowledge of the tramp who confronted him. 

The Rookwood stage was a comparative ly sma ll one , and thi s 
make s the development of the charac ter of Adolp hus Smythe even more 
remarkable , since he was in the She ll , not the Fourth form which was 
the focus of attention . Elegant , dandifie d , unscrup ul ous, the great 
chief of the Giddy Goats as he wa s ca lled , he exerte d an influence t hat 
spread far beyond the confines of his own form , We we re to ld that t he 
Smythes had not a lways been wea lthy and tha t they had re latives "in 
t rade " who did not even s pell their nam es with a Y. Thi s was the 
s pe cia l withering sa rcasm that Char le s Hamilton reserve d for the class 
of peop le he partic ula r ly detested - the socia l c limber s , the upstarts, 
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and t he nouveaux ri ches (especially t hose w ho had made their money 
profi teering during the war) . 

Mr , Smythe visited Rookwood a nd had tea with lus son . He told 
him about hi s gra ndfath er ' s will , beq ueat hi ng a legacy of ten th ous and 
pound s to be divided equ a ll y between Adolphus and his cousin Charles 
Clare , when each att ain ed the age of twenty-one . Smythe's im med iate 
r eact ion was to as k bs father if he cou ld bor row on the stre ngth of bis 
expectations, whic h brought a p r etty sharp re join der. but whe n hi s 
rather went on to talk of Clare's mysteri ous dis a ppearance , Smyth e 
decided to say nothing abou t the newcomer . Unfortunately. Tubby 
Muffin was hidin g under the t able, and the class ic blackmailing situat ion 

had begun. 
Toe story is of special interest in t hat it displayed a new facet of 

Smythe 's character, a vein of r asca lity which surp r ised eve n Smythe 
himself . Of all t he miss ing heir themes , this version is t he one that 
brings out the worst qualit ies in the rel ati ve most c losel y affec ted, and 
for that reason it linge r s longest in the memory of the re ade r . . .. .. .. . . .. ... . . .. . ... .. ... . . .. . . . . " .. . . . . 

LET'S BE CONTROVERSIA L 

No, 209 . TifE HEAVIEST STONE 

It was Hazli tc , in one of his Essays, who observed that "a nic k 
name is the heaviest stone that the devil can throw at a ma n' \ There 1s 
a good de al of tr uth in t he observation, but much depends on the nic knam e . 

I prefer a commen t made by somebody e lse, and I cann ot re call 
offhand who it was, t hat "the most valu abl e pr ize a boy can earn at 
schoo l is a nickn am e whic h is not offensive" . 

Boys are often shrewdly c ruel in their besto wal of nicknames, 
and , for a sensitive lad, a mocking ruck name ca n be an anchor round 
his neck for the whole o[ his s choolday ~. A lot depends on the 
pe r sonality of the lad . 

When I was a youngs ter , a great frie nd of mine was a Mauri ce 
Holl and , We were not at the same schoo l , but we were members of t he 
same cricket club , His fri ends all called him "Mo ll y" Holla nd . This 
was not due to a ny st r eak of effe minacy, but was probably a combination 
of his initial with part of hi s su rname . "Mo ll y" Holla nd was imme nsely 
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popul a r - nick names are a sign of popularity. o r d islike , or mere 
contempt - and he was a fine sportsman ~ I am sure that he never 
re s ented his l ady li ke nic kna me , Had he done so he was full y ca pable of 
deali ng dr a stically wit h the offender . 

On.gins of mck names are fas cmati ng~ Plent y must be los t in 
t he mists of ri me . My Headmaster over a goodly nu mber of years wa s 
a bnlUam Ox.ford m an name d Gutteri dge . Everyone a t s c hool , from 
the ieas t to the gre atest , calle d him "G ussy" . Ver y o ld boy s told me 
thJt he had al ways been "Gussy'·. gorng bac k ma ny yea r s ~ And his 
father before lum . (so ! le arned from elderly peop le). w ho had a lso 
been a ,·enerable Headma ster , was a lso ca lled "Gussy " . I find it ha rd 
to fathom how a Gutter idge be c~ me "Gussy' ' . 

Charles Hamilto n 's masc fam ous ni c knam e was, in all li kelihood . 
"G ussy'· . Here the de rivao on 1s obvious for Arthur Augustu s . In fact , 
.:.n t he ver y early St . Ji m' s ta le s Gus£y was often ca ll ed Augu s tus .. 

Was HamHton good on nic kna me s? For they are 1mportan t . 
Gene ra ll y spe aki ng , I trun k he was . He did not s li p i nto the c heapnes s 
0f ton m oc.h .:tddi ng of th e ' y' to th e su rn ame o r part of it . We ha d 
Smithy, 1nd Maaly and Morn y, bu r , wisely, Ham : lcon pretty we ll le ft lt 

ar t hat~ lt w3s the 5L.~stitute writer~ or. ar least , one of them , who 
Lowered the cone w1th the horrible Bolsy. Skinny , Snoopey , and Bunty 
con tim ... ou&ly. Ha milton w;1s ;.oo res t rained a writer t o do so . 

1t \\'aS Ham1lron , m a wea k momen t, who p rod uced "Baggy" 
T r imble . but 1t was a su b who m ade Cardew produce t he facetiou s 
" Baggibu s" . Car de w was cle ve r and wj t ty i n the hand s of his c re ator; 
in the h1nds of the sub s, and of Pent elow 1n pa n ic ular, Cardew was 
fa cetio us , and faceti ou s ne ss can tecome i rrita trn g . 

A "try ~to~be ~ciever" scho olb oy o ften is facetious in re a l life, 
but not che rea ll y <::lever one . And H,;1milton's C!:irdew was clever . a nd 
g, hed v,,ch rep art ee . As a youn g st e r , l gre a tl y en jo ye d the schoo l 
s ton e s of Wade-house . chinking tu s boys so very clever . As an adult , 
I have l Qng know n that rhe Wodehouse s c hoolb oys are coo fa ce tious, 
though J have a lways loved the sto ri es , 

A goo d nic kn ame is short and s nappy . For t lu s r eas o n, "T he 
Creeper a nd Crawler " was a descr ip ti on of Mr , Smed le y b ut not a 
nickname . Ver non -Smith was known as "The Bound er" from his very 
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beg inning, but this, like "The Outsider" for Lumley-Lum ley, was more 
of a description than a nic kname . "The Caterpil lar" has always struc k 
one as good, though it is har dly a nickname in the strictes t sense . Just 
why De Cour cy was nam ed thus is an interes ti ng poser . 

"Squ 1rf ' for Samso n Quincey l[fley Field a lways seemed to me to 
be very weak indeed. being blat antly contrive d . His introducti on, in 
fact, served no purpose apar t from the contrivance of his nickname for 
he was never a charac ter study of any co nsequence . 

"Don Pomposo " or "O ld Pompous ", sho rtened to "Pompe y" 
inevitably and natur ally, was one of the best ror Greely. la ter tran sf e rred 
to Prout . Extr e me ly good. too . I always thought was "C abby" for 
Hansom o f the Fift h. Perhaps Rookwood co mes out on top for re a lly 
good nicknames . 

" Inky" for Hurree Singh is one or th e most loved. t houga J feel 
it would have been a tri fle unlikely in real lif e . It seems to me that 
fellows like the Famous Five would feel self·co nsci ous at ca llin g a 
fr iend ·• Inky" be cause he was black . I see no harm in it at a ll , but I 
j ust think it improbable. 

The later Magnets produced "The Ac id Drop" for Hacker , which 
was excelle nt for des c ripti ve purposes I but possibly "Quelchy" was a 
mild devaluation of Greyfriars~ 

Beauclerc of Cedar Cre ek was "T he Cherub" for reasons qui te 
unknown and with no indication tha t he was c herubi c . "Th e Rio Kid" 
had been going strong for a con siderable time befor e we le arne d tha t 
his name was Ca rfax . 

The majority of the well-loved nicknames at the Hamil ton sc hools 
were hardly nicknames at all, though we lo ve them no less for that . 
"Ra tty" and "Sk.immy" were inevitabl e , and one is for ced to t he 
concl t1sion that St . Jim's was the worst served for nicknames . 

· ·· ~·· ··· ........ .... , .... . . 
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"IEAR ING THE END , Our SP rial from 70 years ago . 

MISSING 

''H e •, a pig aod nc mistak e " sa1d 

Bb.ke. "He's :-.eeo g.eu:ng a ransom fo , 

vou, kid , Tht. doc t or ient a p!icket full of 

t o t, · oa, lc,r vc.ut release. , and I c:am e to 

?li t \ ton tl.e lhpt d th e vawu . T h e L I 

1!""'tted Ba ren gr ... anJ f .. i,k,w, .d him. It 's 

p f.lt)' c-e rt.a.o ht w .. n 't keep hP.S w('o~d a ,. d 

reJeas !: ,r..u. The money was onl, seat u 

a trap, l ul he hu .: ·;,Uared a, ;1nd 

lr.apect or ~~.u :r. w:.n t '-a tc:h hnn tf he goes 

f'D trvm g , ,:J h's wh11~er,; t urn grev , 

Ha1engro s t co '11anv f1.r hi m . But we 'r " 

g,#in~ i .; g•t .~ H r d .1s btJ o~t. !o:ig, mf 

son •· 

t an.D:>t f~nd thti doN. • 

' Very uk e) (; but t Lea . y c.u ; e~ , 

vo u are a dO!l.k.-, a n d I'm "'lot . You m1.o1t 

admit that t~at ,n a~a: a d1Uueoce. 1' 

•·1 am 11.1re tha t ycu wont be ab le 

to hcd the d>01." 

'
1\\ ' d J 11 we L • o t , we ' ll g" fo1 t he 

&•P l when ~e <.Omt.S t..> bric& i..o: gru b . 

fi e w'>n't ,et us ua:rv e; he da1e. not , Hav e 

v ou il :)f mat c h e•?" 

'N o; I nwuck them aJI 1n fo ok.rng 

ro, the door l~rg ag ? ." 

"Well , I have a box , so we'11 have 

ano1h u hu'lt , •· 

B)a,1,c had a !,.; :, fulJ (.•f wu vuta s 

in h, s pOCkt't . He pw: l ed , , ou t •nd 11:rucll 

a vesra . l.1"1 t he ugt-t h e !O(:ked curiously 

a1 O • l\n:. ,,. 

Th e. swell of Sc.. Jim 's wasc a plt1abl t 

ObJeCt tc look at. His face. wa, wb.ite and 

worn, and he. was d.i rty and muddy. He 

had donned, lot 1be U,ke of warm th, 1he. 

Old C.Q.al 1he gipsy t-ad flu.nil tC him ilnd 

1l hung reu."ld o• .\rcy 1r. fc.ld&. He ha d a 

bl anket ,o ur d rJ~ head a nd shou1d'ln: r"'r 
w,um.lh . Uc, A\u .•getbt: , his upec:l was 

as u •mi c a 1 a.s it was mtscr a ble, :.ind Blai,,.e 

br ... k~ int c. .11r; 1nvolun 1a ry ch u c.kle. , 

'Mf hat , D' A,c.y, a r::yb....at wt.<. 

saw voe w~.uidn I tal<e yuu ro: such ii 

lic w1i ng swel..J ' he 4;..).cl a lm ed . 'You 

don 't ,u ?J, look re,p ecub l e en (' ugb tv be 

huc .,ed ox. an)' we1l -brought ~up dust· 

ta: ap.'' 
I 1ed 1:K,wwidly dlrty a,.d 

d1•hev ell.ed, • moa ~ed Anhu; Augun ~ . 

' I fed as 1f I shaJ.l nc.vah gier c~ean ag• lc:. 

as long at I liv e. ' ' 

" {:iu •lJ ma ke a 1ensauo n whtn we 

gt:t bad, t,.; ,choo l. T h,: N ew HCluse. w l!l 

tur::i. out t :> the. la st: man ro h ave a !.;,o.A at 

v,u . .. 
D Arey shuddered . 

" Bui. the thin& u to get out ju, t 

now,• sa id Blake , su Uuog a nothe r mu ch, 

" I won de r whe.rt: that door h . Thete. 

1efl!ms tc be no s!gn o f Lt ." 

He. made o1: c a reful exam i nu ,on .:,f 

the ce ll . It wu a small apa rtme nt . w ith 

Uc::cr and wal t, and roof of solid stcne, 

and a l' hii i in 1t as of the g rave. 

b the days long past i t ha d 

p rcb • bl-1 bee.o UH.d a.s a punhhment ·c d1 . 

In t he w at 1 was a tustY roe rlr g , an d 

fragments o f nuty ,;:ba fo were 1t ~ll ¢ n t h e 

uo ne Oa gs. Long centuries ago priso n ers 

had b een immur ed there ln darkness a nd 

de.spair. 
The boys we re not quite so badl y off 
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.u those ol d-t im e pris one rs. They ha d 

their limbs free , and t hey had nothing to 

fear but ioc arcer2tion tiU the gipy should 

be captured. St ill , thei r lot was a n 

unenviable one. 
The walls showed no t race of an 

opening. Here and there the crack! were 

deep and wide bet ween the huge square 
stones of t he wall, and Bl ake was certain 
th2t one of these gre2t stonu formed the 

door; but from the Inside it wu impos.s ible 

to discover which. He pres:sed and 
twisted at each in tum, but there was no 

sig n of yielding . 
His b.st match Oic:kert:d out, 1rnd 

he had to confess h.lmseH beaten. 

nHave you found it, du h boy?" 
asked Arthur Augustus, with just a litt le 
spice of malice In his lisping voice, 

Blake gave a gro wl. 

"NO; I suppose it doesn't open 
from insi de. When you come to think of 

it, o! coun,e , it wouldn' t. I wish I had 
noticed which w• y J came i n . Neve T 

mind; the brute mwt come sooner o r 

later . How often does he bring you gNb ?" 

"He has be en here three times In 

all." 
"Hu.m! Ha ve you any tomm y 

left?" 

"No; it has • 11 been gone a long 

t ime. I am vewy hun gwy now." 

Blake brightened up. 
"Then it m ust be getti ng near 

time for him to come and feed the 

animals." 
''I hope so . I could we.tly eat 

stale bwead without an y buttah with 

we lish, " said D'Arcy plaintively. 
ttNever mind the grub," utd 

Blake. "It 's our liberty we want. When 

,e comes, w e're goin g to tackle hi m . 

Undust and ?" 
"He's a vewy big, stwong bwut e," 

said D'Arcy dubiously. 
"1 don't care. We're ~oint to get 

:>ut of this somehow, \\'hen he comes in 

with the gru b we've go t to go for him . 
That's the programme.,. 

"But he doesn't come in. He just 

fhoves it in, and does it so quickly -- " 

'' Then we must be on the watch, 

an d collar him befor e he c an clos:e the door," 

sa id Blake, with deci sio n. "Wish I had a 

cricket - stump with me. Have you any kind 
of a we.apon ?" 

"There 1s the jug he bwought water 

in; i t's empcy." 
"Cive it to me. ' 1 

D' Arey grop ed for the jug and found 

it, a nd handed It to B1ake. It was a big, 

heavy one, of co arse eatthienw are. 

"Good:" sai d Slake with sathf actlo n. 

"If l smash this on his napper, it is almost 

c ertain to hurt him. Mind you collar him 

when I do . " 

" I' ll do my vewy best , 8laJ<e." 

"Mind you do. I wish he'd come." 

The time dragged by heavi ly. 

flake exercised t o keep himself warm in 

t he chi lly cel l , but D1Arcy was too weak 

from confinement t o have the nec essary 

energ y, He kept himseH wra pped .in 1he 

.:oat and blanket . 
Blake tnld him of the se:ar.:h that 

had been made for h im . He was ttH l 

~pea kin; when a sti~ht sou nd came ho rn 

th e darknes s. 

Blak e quickly sque:e 1ed D'Arcy's 

arm as a sign to keep quiet . He gripped the 
!\eavy jug by t he hand.le lo his right hand. 

He knew that it was dangerous to 



att ac k the ruHia n , He knew tha1 the 

attempt might • nd vu y badl y fo r hims eU . 

Rut h , wa.i t e&(.llv ed , 

StlU and u le nt , th e ew e, boys 

f he re was a .......... er e.\.: , as o r rusty 

lror. movin g st Un)' , Th e uecret dC'Or wa" 

..:,peB:ng . Nc.t .1 g,.1.um <J'f li ght brckt. tt,e 

~k-cm. 
But the s"un d ;u1ded Buike He 

rt"'l e .n tipt.le ,n tt. e d1-euio:i of It. He 

hurd a fa irt t hud , as C'f a "°r; obj ect 

fa !Jl:Jg In tl' e c:ell. Th en a grcw t.n g vC'1c e 

was audible, 

"The re ' s vour food, yo u whelps . 

1t •1 all y~·u get . Ci:nme th e j ug if you 

wa tt any ,n r,re wat er . J ... 

The ,;;1ps1 b1<'l-.e c rf sudd eCJy, 

Blak e t:ad soru ~g J:k e a t ige" in the dark . 

R. ~ht at tte. n.ifhan he went , sln"J="~ c.u t 

dup H ate.iy wltt:. the huvv jug , 

C rash ' Th e jug n ew -::c plttes . 

It had broken ...-,n the gipr-;'s hea d, an d 

the e:r,.nc w.su •n '11ust ha ve been urr ible. 

&~e.::i,grr g ave a gasping y e1i and 

fell h' ·h e 'tt~und . lo a 11 t mtant 8.h1ke 

was upon him . 

' 'H elp , D'Arcy:" ta · panted 

N..,w was h,s c ha nce. Blake knew 

~t wc-uid ",C't rec.u, if n wa s los t nc,w , It 

wa s now 01 c.e \.er . 

Me ~npped tt-.e gipsy f• .st as he 

s~ramb l e d ov e1 h•m ·n t he bla c kn ess. 

T he "uH!an wil t ' OO dued to st nig gle for 

.a few ffl"t':l ec ts. D'A r<:v, ; at heri n; all 

h•s c.-.ur lgf", c:ame t 1,; Blakt's ~elp , an d 

his gr' p a ls"I raste re d .:n the prostrt;le 

ruffian, But it wa s o nl y for a few s«<:oo(U 

thac the y had matt ers t hel r own way, 

Bare ngro began to strugiile fierce ly . 

'' Give It h im! " hissed Blak e. 
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"G!v e him be a ns:" 

He ra ine d fi e rce blO\ll'S oo th e 

gips y's uptumed face, Barengro was 

utter1ng wi ld im precat ions . He struck 

out sa vag ely, and O' Arc.y went re;ehr:,,g 

awa r from a drive that c aught him on 

the chut, He stagg ered across the cell , 

ai,d {e: I 10 a heap oo the fl oor • 

Bhk e fe lt himsetr gripp ed t r. ar m" 

th :;,t set.m ed li ke ircn ba nds . He fought 

de.spe1at e l·, , strivi ng t o keep the g,psv 

dcw n, But the Slr uggle was t oo unequa J, 

a b 0y a1tah,st a m a n , and , in spHe o f hb 

1nlrt a l advantag e , Blake slow l 1 b ut surely 

got th e worst of it, 

"H e lp , D 'Arcy!" he ga sp ed. 

D'Arcy was daud by ttb f all, but 

h~ c a me pJuck il y t c. hts ch um ', a id . 

But the. g i?sv was now on bls fut . Blake 

still cl t.ng t ~ him dupua t e 1y, But 

Baren;ro , exe rtin g has st r e.ngth, to re hi m 

loos e from hu hl)}d and hurl ed hirn awa y. 

He cra shed aga in.st D'A rcy, and they fell 

to tl.e. grcund t ogether. 

''Oh, c h:" ~aJpe d Anhur Aui;:ustus . 

an d he :a v on the stol"le n e,.:,r wi th aU the 

wfod kno. ke d Out of hb body. 

But Bla ke was up in a £1a1h. He 

h urd th e voice of the glpsy 1n1rl!og out 

cun:n . But 1uddenly the sound c eased ; 

shut C'ff, a.s it we.re , ,nto abrup t siler'll...e , 

Only a faint c reak was h eard . Bldc. e 

u:.a pp t.d his teeth sa va gely . The gipsy 

ha d gone · the sc.crg doo r w as closed . 

n , ... bid for li b erty had fa ile d . 

Bare ngf"'.'l was ge ne, a nd th e beys w e re 

still shut up in the cell , and they knew 

full well : ha t th e gipsy would never g i ve 

them another 1uch chance. Blake had 

been hurt io the strugg le. But It was not 

that ; it was the bitter dlsappolntment 
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th u made the turs start t o b.11 eyes, 

(Another Insta lment of :h1s Old . Old Scory Next Month) 

I-IAMLLTON EXHIBIT ION AT E.~LING Heport E.d by M .:11.a.ict= Hall 

W!.th refer ence to ;he rq,c,it of tbe Londo n O. 8. B. C:. mu.ung 10 C , D. l Sept . '?'f.) I 

wou\ d hk e to ciur up a few po1nu, 
Th ~ d ate .:,1 ch,e !:...;;.I.mg Ct:nte!l ar-, ex h<bil: o:: fot Ch• :lu H• :nul<,n wu gn ,e n t .c ar. 

artu.le 10 the Eveni ng ~ e .... s ti tl ed "'Ya1ro,- , h 's Bd.J·, Bunte, •, F'r.dav , 16th Ju1y ;;.nd wi..s a.tsc. 

qi.ded jn Radio 4 b<vi". ,:,n Fr,d;;y mc.m.1.:1.g the. 6th i\u gus~ :.nd , e;e, t e<I a~a .r, *""l · ~-~ S-tturda.,, 

m::>-n1ng. [ al.s~ 11ndt.nu, nd that B·U Left~ had bu n ·-r. r ?D.U,c.t with £- En,; Lib rar 1 ar d as I 

had drop ped him a tm e ~..iggurir.g th u bt. may w;.st:: ro .:,ffe: m au ·r1.i1 for th e exh . b i~ln n I f e.e1 

th .ill th e ud orm at ic n w• s f..nly well a va i~b1 ,;, 
l .i.m deh gl.ted t ~ rf.pCrt th •t Ch .;,ues Hamut on a!'d " B;J.lv But,le 1" were h-nn c1-l!.d with 

.a very il,ood pubhc turn o~: , .a nU)llbu t'J.f OL•t vis i t,-.,i com·n!l, (rc,m ot:.g di1u.n ::e.s, 
rh e M..a·,c.1 c,l E.ahr.g Cour:u il ct J<"~r Woo d , a nd h <s 1.br.ir. st.a ff wue m·~s1 he 1r1f .. ,. 

.. r,d 1,,._rnd to m y iO'I, l<.illat h .. 1, (.ige 10}) an d -rnv,e l! &s Jenny and I had I t. ft h " mt aa ", , <T, t' 

get to baling. and set up H·e exh 1b1tlo n ti:> ,,p en .at 9 1 , m , when p t,o-p1e start ed , n c ,m e •n a 

Ou, u.tubi ts co ntained mint volumu o f l h t four peuods uf the ''Magnet' ' Reds • Biuf. 

\'ibite - Orange Blue a nd the S:umon Pinks . I was a! Jo dei ighted to observe th•t a number of 

la diu sa id that i n the u youth thev h,d read their brothen copi es of th e Mag:net .acd G!:m 

wh~ch was 10 much bette -r t han thei1 own gu .ls p2pe1s. We. a4 ? ti.ad "Gem s", uM~ e m B . ~" , 

" Schoolb cr15 Owes " . SPC· s, C, D' s and Fus.mile ed: t lOns plw. the orig inal a rtwo 1k sub.nHted 

to the C, P.O. for a set o f Ham1iton Commemorat '.ve st.amp s wh,ct> we hoprd wo·J..ld be r.s:ued 

t hi.i ye.ii , , 

Af te :- two and ~a ll y ea rs of trying to:, ge t a Starnp {ssued we had 10 ac c ept thlt th e 

C . F.O, did net consider Ham il ton 1mpof(.ant enough '.o be included in then 1976 progr a m:n--

We thE.n vied Je.tsey, Cuuasev and l astly Austra lia 
'We dec ided tc go it akme rather rhar, let Ham il tc,n and ''Billy ' g(· wuung by a 

t.m0rous S?Ciety unwillin g to stand i.1p ar.d be c oun ted wt>e:. t hey w e.i t nee ded, 
How sad Charles Ham ilt on would hav e be en witl" bureau"'ra cv IOr he ne vu t:ndt. 1-

v:.1ued hlS work for th e yc...mg_$t ers of E.ngiand, fr,T d. d r.e n<,l say "t hat thf:l# wam 't ar,:yt hi t.g 

be11u; " But how del ighted he wculd t:a v~ been tc stand b, my d•vu l der this mornfog as I 

open ed a lette r from the Queen's i t!Cretary ;n wh ic h she wrot e that • 
1' 1 am commanded by The Queen to thank i'ou for the finl day cover an d stamps 

co mmemo ra ting the C enten u y of Cha rl es Ham ilt on, cr eator of ''Billy Buntu ". 

Her Majesty is very pl eased t o ac c ept th ese for the Royal Philatelic Co llec t ion . " 

Her Maj1!$ty' s gr.acious ac ceptan ce of the H.;ami lt on F. D. C. and stam ps !us put right 
1ome of the omissions of the past , the mos t recent bei ng tha t of Sir Willi a m Ryland of the 
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G.P .O. 
Cop ies of th e Hamilton F. D. C , and 'Bi lly Bunter" stamps can be obtained from myseH 

or Pilgrim Phila t elies of Cante rbury at SOp a:id £ I respectively. The i ssu e of these items: have 

been kept to a sm all quan t ity owing to cost, etc • .... ... ....... . ...... . .. ....... 
1310GRAFHY OF A SMALL CINEMA 

No. 31. MUT INY ON THE BOUNTY 

We opened t he new term with Pat 

O'Brien in "Sta ts Over Broadway" fro m 

Warner Bros. Sounds like a musical. Next 

came James Cagney in "G. Men'' , also 

£rom \Y-ame r' s . There was a time when 

thh was conside red t he best Cagney gangstr.1 

drama, though it seems to be forgotten 

today. 

Next, from M. G. M . , one of the 

tru ly greates t mm s of all t i me : Charles 

Laughton , Clark Cable, and Franchot Tone 

in " Mutiny on the Bounty 11• I always fe el 

tha t it dragged j ust slightly after the 

mutineers rea ched the isla nd , but that wa s 

a minor deta il. It was one o f my top t en 
of the tall<ing scr e en . Years later, a fter 

the war , M. G. M. re - issue d it , an d we 
gave it a returf!i visit, and en joyed it more 

than ever. And yea rs l ater st ill , they mad e 

a new ve t$iOn of it whic h , in spite of being 

in colour, wa s infinitely infe r ior. 

Next, from Warner's, James Cagney 
l n " 'F risco Kid '\ followed by Leslie. 

Howard, Bette Davis, and Humphrey 

Bogart in " The Petri fi ed Fo rest ". This 
wa s consi dered a masterpiece , and it was 

th e productlon which made a name for 

Bogan: . It wa1 h is first bi g part, I believe, 

and he. made a .frightening vlll ai n. I 

alwa ys felt the film was rather sutic, It 

was, of cou rs e, m a de from a stage play 

of the same name. Certainly it was full 

of suspense. This was from Warner Bros. 

Aft er thh, something lighter. A 
charming musical from Warner 1s: Dlck 

Powell and Ruby Keeler in "Colleen", 

followed by, fromM.C.M. 1 James 

Stewart In "Sp ee d ". 
Th en another great semi-

documentary drama: Paul Muni in "The 

Stoty of Louts Pasteur", from Wame r ' s, 

followed by a Brtd sh film "The Man 
Behind the M ask" w ith Hugh Willianu and 

J ane Baxter, rel eased by M.G.M. 
Then, ye t again , Ja mes Cagne)' 

was back , thh time in "Celling Zero", 
another susp ense drarna from Warner's , 

followed by, from t he same firm, Ross 

Alexander in " Boulder Oamtt. 
Now, from M.G.M. , came " The 

Unguarded Hou r" starring Fraflchot Tone 
and Lorena Young, followed by, fr om 

the sa me firm, C la rk Cabl e , Myma Loy 

and Je an Har low in "Wife versus Secretary''. 

Next, from M. C . M. , Robert Montgomery 

a nd Mynu. Loy in '' Pe tticoat Fe ve r". 

Many of t his te rm's films h a d 
been well ov er avera3,e length, so tha t 

ou r supporting programmes mainl}' 
comprised a Hal Roach comedy and the 

Universal News. 
Now from M.C.M . came Robert 

Taylor and Janet Gaynor in "Sma ll Town 

Girl " . The suppo rt ing Hal Ro a ch comedy 
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w this one was t l:e i rumtt ab l e Ch a rle y 

Chaste 1n' The Ch as es .'..If Ptm ple: Str eet '' 

and one does .oct h•v c t o thi nk very ha rd 

tt • dedde from w h ei.ce tht. t !tJe ca me . 

To encl t he term we scrt ened , from 

M, G, M, , Robu t Mc.ntg om e:y in "The 

SuJci dt Club" wh.:.ch soun<h in trl g u l.n g an 
these .,.l!:<11S later . 

!A NOTHER ART ICL E IN TH !S SERIE S SOOK) 

. ' . . . ~ . ~ . . .. . . . 
l v W 0 . (] LC l 'C 

I te I a t11::c n .ng l'a ;o, , , t l'>e f: ts1. B..-.• sl'I c,.rr,,• /1,·la g u ne w iis 1-:eid ;..U a t,r.1ud t h ,,. :-ad d It. 

n e a rnt: r I r 11tt en t,a ! (:; ,d c . i:. :h e \ 1<.1, ,r , • ~r 'lb.link m en1 ·~" \\ed1, <:$day a ftt: ""1'"" n , lSt 

Sep1t:m bcr, Husts wf' 1t 1\,1_ ed1t c.r Detu s C fl .·i d a nd i\l b ,~th e.r A!<Ht Ci ass wb :• by J1tl'v. d: ~~ 

.. v ,sh E,..U a'l d d r-,nta , w:..u ld t,a ·,•I!. m ;.cle ,i..r n ld t.. m: c b e1'.-eS We• rv \\'1J Le f. T 1:-ed TPn 

p ·o .. d . 0-.ig . naJ art - w••rk W il:5 ' n sh 0 .. w , .iot·d m an y fa m \US c-nm ;<. a1u st s were pr u e!lt 1o) •' •1.1d:r,~ 

F,-a!lk I Da:, Oa re ) Hamps r-r. Wa!te , (Cauv s l oun. J Be.I~ a:i.d Tt' rry 1 , aui t:1 t- Har d, ) \\ ' :akf' fv 1J 

Spe....:_.J gues t sta 1, wai th ii: w.1.1m -h ea t1r-d f,.m <'us L" mtdi ;.t,, Ted Ra, whn ;r. ve a vt -, 
w,tty and u.ost l1g1c n , ce;c.h, Mtn v f,he>t cg•;,i t,S weu . t a1<t.", a nd a \' t" "V ~,x, d t ,mc was h,:.d b) 

;, !) B,oth the td:.t c., a nd pt, b.ushu des'!r'/ e the g:ea t ir:~t s•J1..c us !n th~s j)t :"m 1 no o .r> a gt rn.ur.1: 

ar,trnpt tc presir:nt the besl v i t he o ld a od !"'lf'.W mate r~a!. ~:, t l,e monthly All y Slop~r. 

• ~ .. .. ~ • • • .• .I, • • .. • • • • • • • ~ • ~ .. "' ., • . • • .• 

"C.HUCK.Jb" 240 f~m 119 • St6 , t l2 for te n pr-st fru . S.A . E. first ytu,e . 
CYRU. R0\V £, I INDfNS , HCRSFORD , NORW ICH . 

\\' ANT EO: Books by 1-!a""Old Avery . Gun b ,.-Hadath , Alf 1,:d Judd , R, A, H. Govdfu ,. Hv' t ) D 
~ Richard Bird , An-hu1· Wat e.rh~ust' , Ent Ley ,.and, Also Ch att e1box Annuals, Ca :,ta •n 

An.nuals. 
E. CONNOUEY 

DUNSTAN LO[K;E, 25 PAYNES PITCH , CH URCHDOW N CLOS , , GlJ 2MT. 

~ • • • • • ~ • • .I, ., " ... • • + ,I, • • • • ' .... ... f • • .• • • . • . • 

WANTED : t.o c omplett a "'lln or 800 cc nsecut1ve Un iOTI Jacks , Nos. 841 ; 917 , 92 1, 929 . 

~ 948, 952 , 992 , 994, 1008. Fair Price:, 01 good exchan g es offer ed. 

H. W. Vf.RNON 

S GILLMAN ST. , CHELTf.NHAM. , VICTOR IA, AUSTRA LIA 31 92. 

~ 19SO School Friends, Hotspu rS, Lions, Bunt er Books. WANTED · H. Sake ~ reprint s, 

J, COOK, 178 MAR IA STREE T, BENWELL, N! C TYNE Nf.4 8LL 
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The Adventu res o{ Het lock Sholma. A History t Bibli ograp hy by W. O. G, Lofts 

and Jon. L. Le.llenb e rg, The Dispatc h -Box Press USA 1976. An oc c asion al Paper, 

£.1,25 pon Cree. 
The Advenl-ures of She rlock Holmes by Peter iodd. My$teri ou s Pre$S USA 1976 Ictro . 

Philip Jose Far.n e r. Trade <Edition . f.6 pOrt free . 
Ditto lim ited edition, 250 co pi e.s s igned and numbered by Mr. Fanner. £.12 post free. 

VERNON LAY 

52 OAKJ..EIGH GARDENS, WHETSTONE, LONDON , N20 9A B. 
01 - 445 -6 490 

Th, Post11an CG lled (Interesting ite ms from the 
Editor 's lette r -bag) 

EDWARD MURC H (Ye lver ton) ; lam wriung to t hank you for 
recommending that l read The Old Bus se ries . I tho ught !I was s imp ly 
s plendid , and .. ncomparabl y better than its Greyfr iars counter part Six 
Boys In A Boat. It was so much more succi nct, 1 found i t so easy to 
get into whereas, I mu.st co nfess , 1 found the Si x J3oys d iffi c ult to read at 
umes - dare l say tne so me ? - partly due I think to unnecessary 
tautology . 

It was good to meet Tom Merry and Co. (or l su ppcse l shoul d 
say The Terr ibie Three) agai n , and Arthur Augustus et al . Wha t a pity 
th.1s cou ld not be put into a real hard covered boo k - as opposed to the 
facsi mile - since 1 tlunk t hat tlus is t he only way th at Charles Hamilt on 
ca n rea lly be pre s erved for pcster ity in t he long run . (Soun ds a bi t 
Iris h, but I think you will ge t my drift . ) 

D. SWIF T (Leeds) : l was int ere s ted to read in the Se pte mbe r issue of 
"Collectors ' Digest" the article " Stri ng o f Pear ls" by Ernest Holm an and 
would agree wi t h him tha t , as far as I know , a tota l of 23 St . Jim 's 
Storie~ in various form s were publishe d after the war . 

l wol!ld, however 1 like to make the following obse r vations: the 
f1rst f1ve Tom Merry books pub li s hed by Mandeville Publicat ions, we re 
all printed in Great Britai n and no t Czechos lovak ia as suggeste d . Whe n 
Spri ng Books took ove r the pubhshing, the first fi ve (but 1 know of on ly 
four - as fa r as 1 know "Ra ll ying Round Gussy" was not re- published as 
t he original five, a lthough Spri ng Books incl uded "Th e Riva l s o f 
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Rookwood") were all printed by Dragon Press of Luton . Further tit les 
to be publi shed by Spring Rooks consiste d of five printed m Czec hoslo vak.la 
and the fmal two pnnted by Cox & Wyma n. 

Mr. llolman 1s not <1uite correst when he says that all the titles 
publis hed by Spring Books we re c redited to F rank Richards although I 
admit rhat all thei r origin al stories did bear this name . When Spring 
Books took over t he publis hi ng, the first ed)tions as origin ally published 
by Mandeville , were c redited to Marun Chfford . 

L. ROWLEY (Tru ro)· Mes s rs . Gayle (Exmouth) and Swift (Leed s) have 
a point when they aver that there is mor e to Hamilton's wo rk than 
memory-evok ing yarns for 'elderly schoolboys '. l am sur e , though, 
that Roger Jenkins and your goodsel f have given ample ana lytica l 
cri ticism of the kind they crave wit hout too lw.·avy a ti nge of nostalgi a , , ~ 
and yet both of yo1.J presumably read t he stones rn yo ur yo uth . 

I must confess. though , tha t I absolutely wallow rn t he nostalg ia 
that the yar ns engender . They we.re an import ant pan o f my· U.fe and l 
am s ure that I do nor wallow alone but that is far trom saying that my 
sympathisers and l do nor apprec.1ate Hami lton's work ior 1ts true worth . 
If it wasn't for the 'memory-evoked elderly sc hoolboys ' lam equally sor e 
that hl s work. would have disappeared int0 the Ew1gk€1t and char would 
have been a sa d and undeserved fate for a valued sryle of literature . 

One can, of course , overdo the nosta lgi a. One's own 
remm1scences can so easily bore and cake ove r from the true point of a 
d1scuss1on . Yet who can explarn the magic of one 's favourite author 
withou t !.inking that magic with the past? I think that nos talgia (or Wh:tr 
is erroneously supposed to be nosta lgia) has been responsible for the 
intere st s that we mutually share through the med wm of the ·01gest' and 
the OBBC. The measure of our debt to Hami lton - and wall those 
wonderful storytelle rs or yo re - is that they made che1r work worth 
re membering even 1f we are temp ted to hnk the flct10n wJth the fact in 
our past. 

L. HAWKEY (Leigh-on -Sea): A few lines a p ropos Mr , Lofts' article 
on "Glo ops ". 

This and me ntion of othe r chil dhood "strips" in newsp ape rs, 
revived happy memories. especia ll y of my own favou rite , whi ch was, in 
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fact, Uncle Oojah (not Oojar), and lu s companions in the "Dally Sketch", 

1 ha rdly think that dear old" Flip·Fl ap", as he was a lso called, cou ld be 

ter med an ugly ammal. He was as cud dly an d ende a ring a s a big , 

pyj ama -clad e leph ant could be • his two friend s were a little boy • Don 

(rather a " pretty" chi ld of the "Fant le roy" type. but a go od dea l mo re 

mischievous) · and "Snooker ", a black cat, who a lways wo re bed soc ks , 

Other main cha r ac ters were Jerrywangle, a naughty young ele phan t , 

Lo rd Lion (Prime· Minister of Ooi ahland) and his family , an d a mag1c 1a n 

who freque ntl y vis ited the country, Pr ofes so r Foozle , 

With Uncle Ooj ah, the Da ily Sketch in fact st a rted the 20's a nd 

30's cu lt of a chil d ren's se cuon in d aily newspapers • the y wer e the first 

to inc lude a complete supp lement every Saturday (1921 ) and in 1922 

issued the "Oojah Annual", which contin ued up to the 19SO's, ex cept for 

the War Years . The stories we re by Flo . Lancaster, a well- known 

child ren 's writer or the per iod , an d the illustrations were created by 

Thomas Maybank , an outst anding artist , whose works graced many issues 

of ihe "STRAND". " PUNC H", and othe r le ad ing magazines and many 

chil dren 's books from the 1890' s until his de a th in the l ate '20's , 

Many may remember his naugh ty " imp s" on the endpaper s of the var ious 

" Wonder " Books issued by Ward Loc k & Co. 

1 am fortunat e in possessing the first (lve issues of "Oojah 

Annual" · 1922 to 1926, They were exc ellent value, at, I think , only 

3 / 6d at the t ime, but With Maybanks demi s e, they de c lined in format and 

popularity , The y went over to the thick, car dboard-like pape r favou red 

by so many publisher s in the la te ' 20 's and '30 ' s , Ca n anyone tell us why 

this was? I thought it wa s horrible , and never considered the Holiday 

Annua l ha lf as good once they adopted that thick insensitive pa per . 

H. M, Ta li ntyre, who drew a lot in various boys and children 's paper s 

1n that er a. took over "U ncle Ooj a h", He was good, but la cked t hat 

" vi ta l sp ar k" • the spar k th at to my mind set Chapm an above Shields 

(exce llen t a rust tho ' Leonard w as) · set Warwick Reynold s above 

MacDo nald · and Wakefie ld streets abov e Kenneth Broo ks or Savil e 

Lumley , 
How eagerl y as a chi ld ju s t after the 1914/18 war I tried to get 

first peep at the Daily Sketch , before my par ent s req uisitio ned it. 

'ow, of course, the Sketch is gone, Oojahland, with its fine pa lace, ita 
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Gor ill a Guards, and it s "wide Wetwater River" is gone, The "Donjaroo 

Club", of which I was once a member, is long disbanded . As Mr. Lofts 

says, only the, to me. mysterio us "Gloops", and the etern al Rupe rt 

Bear , so ldier on. But It i s ruce to have memories prompted, 

occasio nally. 

C. LOWDER (London): A bnef point conce rning the September issu e , 

and G. L . Dennington's piece in 'Blakiano'. Although the AP did cut the 

SBL down to 64 pages. the amoun t or actual wordage in the books wasn' t 

s las hed by hill as much, Pre -War length of each SBL was approximate ly 

60,000 wor ds , wtuch was rather better t~an the a ver age har dbound 

commercial thriller or the time . With only 64 pages, Edito r Pratt still 

used to cram a good 50 ,000 words (or slight ly mor e ) in •• simp ly by 

using a smaller type · face, Thus, wr iter s didn't have to squeeze the i r 

plots up too much . In any cas e , Prat t dro pped those 10, 000 or so words 

long before the pai,re-co unt was cut, as alert readers might have 

suspect ed when , quite suddenl y in April, 1946 (Nos . 117 and 118) , they 

found themselves re ading right across the page instead or down two 

columns . This cut·ba ck of pages was due. or course. to the post -War 

paper shortage . The trou ble was, when p.1per became more readil y 

availab le in the ea rly ' 5()'s , sal es of the SBL were a l ready dropping, and 

the AP found it much more economic to keep to the 64 - page format - -

and , mdeed , use it for a ll their other Librari es (Thriller Com ics 

Library, Super Detective Libr a ry, and so on) . 

J. A. C. BRIDGWATER (Swanage): May I say how much I enjoy the 

Mr. Buddle sto ries and the "Let's Ue Controversial " a ru cle s. "The 

Biography of a Small Cinem a" bri ngs back many happy mem orie s . Do, 

ple ase , keep a place in the Digest for St, Jim 's serials from t ime to 

time. They are spl endid . 

News of 1he Club~ 
Sunday, 8th AuJwt, 1976 

A gathering or aficionados in Stai.ncJiHe Vicarage to cel ebrate the c e ntecn.ary ol che

mu.stro. With us werit the edit°' of Yortuhire Ufe 1 jouma.lht Hut} Wbs:t:lcr end two 
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pbotographen. We chat ted, listened to the record 1noreat Creyfri ars•. drank a toast to Frank 

Richards and finished off wlth a buffet supper In the dining room. 

Th ere were photographs lo the study, In the drawing room and on the l awn. Local 

oewrpapers , tncludlog the Yorkshire Post, have published their efforts a.nd the 8:atl~ News h a, 

Included a pbotog19ph. Hazel' • art.lcle and more photographs appear in the September number 

of Yoduhire Uf•. 
rt was an enjoyable - and memorab l e • avenlag for U1 all. 

Saturday, 14th Augwt, 1976 
Our Club meeting, was a contin uation of our centenary c debrations, and we all a rrived 

rep l ete with various foodltuff, and tnt erating: bottlu. One remembers how Frank Rich a rds 

s aid, "I' ~ a teetotaller except for whisky, braady and v.arlOUI sorta of wln e : ! " 

So once again we drsnk a toaat to Fraalt RJc hards {tH totallen all:) regaled ou rse lves 

with Mn. Mimble's tarts and fh:dlhed off with the birthd ay cake made by Myra fo r the oc c asl oo. 

A ta bh was set astde by Mollie for a display C'£ so me o( the interest.big and rarer item, 

fr,;,m th e libruy, 

Other fare for the evening included a paper on 'The Packsaddle Bunch' prt:sen t ed by 

Ro11 Hodgson a.od th e prc:seotatlon of a 1remlnisceot survey• or the Magnet by Cc:offrey Wild e . 

CeoUrc:y began hiJ talk by pl&yiDg a record of Rachman.lnoff's Pia110 Com:erto No. 3 

a.ad reminded us that It was compos ed tn 1908, St.Ill alive ln that year we re Florence 

Nightingale, Degas , Lord U1ter, W, C, Crace, BuHalo Bill, The English laqgu age did not 

co 11taln th e words 'te lev4ion 1 , 'v itamin:, 'Fascist' , 'apartheid', 'blitz', And 1pop 1 wa s a fiuy 

dril:UI:! lo that year were born Donald Bradman, Lyndon 8alou Johm:on, Ian Flem log, In 1909 

Blerlot. flew th Ch annel and Sdfrldges opemed (wu Chwiklc:ys a Jocalhed version?), 

C eoffrey llnlutd the Magnet w i th ib historical set t log throughout th e yun up to the 

grim days of 1940, to the May of which year we learnt<! that It would be publUhed no mote. 

A quiz followed by Roo Rhodes . A callous iast ruction to a guillotine operator aod abo 

a Fourth Form Rookwood junior wu rather a teaser for some of us, The Sec:retHy wondered if 

the.re might have be en a Russian boy namecl Chopitorr, Alu , n.o, that aNw er wouldn ' t do! 

It was, of cowwe, Toph a m. 

Saturday, 11th Septtmber, 1976 

A SHORT repo rt of this meeting to make up for our trt:blt: dote of reporting this month! 

Fu.tu.res of the ev ening were two tluee-part readings by Jack, Annie a nd Mollie of 

Alonzo Todd stories from Magnets 132 and t 458 . Jack asked w to notice that although in time 

the two sto ri es were tw enty-five years apart yet ln styl e and cho ... cte rh ati.on they were 

remarkably simi lar, Wbt:reas charact ers such as V ernon -Smith and Bunter had developed over 

the yea ti: tt would sum that Alonzo b.ad re.malned hll: own ht.imitable sell! 

CAMBRIDGE 

The club met at 5 A ll Sainu Passage, on 12 September, Bill Lofts predd lng. 

Items of news and C01Tt:1pondenc:e included th e Secret ary'• report th at be b a d given 

information a bou t the club to the Em.stem Area Arcs Aasoc ia t ioo for inclusion. in a list of 

regios:al literary socl et.les ; J ack Ove.rhill1s report of an eoquhy from an Am eri can visitor to 

C am bridge who had co me to Enc land tone the birthpl ace of C. A. Henty, 

Bill Lo(u re.ad notes rrom an article he, In collabor9.Uon with Derek Adley, was 

preparing for publlcadon, dealing with Ulm and T, V. presentations of characters from Soya 

magazines and papers, Memben were astonished at the raoge ot chracten whi ch ba d been 
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,Umed.. Cenerally spe•kiag, those who had read the books be.ION see.log the film, were db

appoluted becawe the mm charact er <lid not fit in ""Ith thei r ment&l picture of it , or the wcll 

k-oown artht1 dttwiAgl they koaw 1 but thos e who saw the film before readin g the bao k 

app-eclated the Hims mor e. /,J a.n u:a mpla of succasful fllm1 Bill suggested 8asU Rathbone 

Sherlock Ho lm• films, as faUures Bulldog Onunmoad aad Dic:k i!artoa ; at the latter films the 

audl cnca bad doted and demuded t heJr moaey back. Roge, Moott bad beua ~ct:ssh&l H 

The Saiat but oot as successful u a succu, or to Su o Coonety u 007. Se.xton Bid e wH one 

of the great detectlvts of flctloo, but In general the films, Bill lhted a large numb er from 

J909 to 1~8, had not b u n'° succ as fuJ u Americu thrillers. In the 1930'1 a pro;ected 

Creyfrian fllm wa.s aoc made. He bdJend the Repton Film Soclery had produced a 1ilm 

"Hero es of St. Jim's" as a private venture, but this had not been a general rd e:as._ Bill theo 

gav e. a long list of "comic" c baracten about whom tllms had bem made. inc luding "Weary 

Willie a.nd Tired Tim " in 1897 and "Ally Slop er '1 In 1898. Amon,t m an y other SIJCh films he 

mentioned a 1912 product .Ion of Paul Sleuth and Dirk the Dog Detective, He. had be.e.n una ble 

to trace. a NWoa Lt e fllm 1.Dd had b een told by an old A, P, EdJtor th a.t at one dme Paul 

Sleuth had been mo rt popular than Nellon Lee. lo H>t 9 a Him had b een made of Jack, Sam 

& Pete. Bill upreNed 1wprin: that a ftlm had oot been made of the m earlier when t hey were 

1moog the: A. P1s most famous and popular charaeten. Among other rllms he mention ed the 

V1.riou1 Sweeney Todd fibn1, Including the 1936 film futllrlng the great Tod Sltughter. BIU 

also commented oo the fa ilure of tbe Thomson papers• well-known char acten. to t:e m ade into 

fllm,; possibly tb e wdl ·known Tbonuon 1ec:ree:cy w11 the reuon. Memben look f01'Ward whh 

ugeroes:s to the public ation of the pro j ected article. to wh.lch 8111 could not give full j ustice 

In the time a vall able, 

Next meetlng will be at tbe home of Vic Hum, when it h hoped th a t Ma ry C ado,<a n 

will be a vhltor, and th e Novemb er rneeUn~ will be host ed by Jac k Overhill . 

Thrce eminent St. frank '• scholars a t the Leytonatone meeting. Reuben Cods a ve , Sob 

Blythe and Jlm Coo k, tb e latter here on • v1slt from New Zuland. Thus it wu appropri at e 

t hat 8cb Blythe thould give a humorw, reading aboul Trac.ken: Grimm wbich was: ,uppos ed to 

havt been written by both Handfo«h aad Cleathome. 

A B, 8, C, tap e recording of an lnt e rvl,:w betwee n Maiy Cadogan a nd Gordon Clough 

wa, played ov er and th e general optnlon was that It wa s th e: fin est one eve r on Greyfrl a rt a nd 

Charla: Hamilton, Also on th e tape was the Amy John.an recordi ng th a1 swept the country In 

1930. Winifred Mom rad t-wo more. chapten or Le.,; Rowl ey's Bartle or the Beales and Bob 

Blyth e read a nostalgic newdettar of September 1959. A fine rea ding was Mary Cadog an ', o( 

her thre e yu" with the 8. 8, C, lust after the war. 

Brian Ooyh showed the E.aHng exhibition fitrt - d1y cove rs a nd Bob Ac rama n had some 

or the. curTe nt h1ua of the Howard Baker facdmiles. An eJi1:cdltnt repast was u r\•ed and 

phO(ogra.phl wu• tak e n la the garden. Eric Fayne aDd Madem were present a nd a la~e 

ga th ering suitably thanked the ho&ts, Reuben and Phyllis Codsave, 

Nut meeting at 27 Atchda le Road, London , s. E. 22. Kindly le t Josie Pac km an know 

I( Intending to be pre:1ent, Sun day, 17th Octob er. 

UNCLE BENJAMIN 

ORDER YOUR C.D. ANNUAL NOW 

Edl.ted by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, 11 l Crookham P.d., Crookbam, Nr. Alde"h ot, Ha nt,, 

Utho duplJc ated by York Dupllca t tn3 Servtca, 12& The SMmbl es , York. 
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